


In Memoriam 


ALBERT S. J. TARKA 
(1921-1976) 


Suddenly on November 9, 1976 we learned of the premature death of 
our dear friend and associate, Albert S. J. Tarka. 

Born in Springfield, Mass., he was raised in Lowell. Educated at Savonarola 
Theological Seminary in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Albert Tarka obtained his 
B.A. degree at Tufts College, Boston. He continued his studies at Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., receiving an M.A. degree in Social Work. 
Moreover, he fulfilled all the requirements for his Ph.D. degree at the 
University of Maryland. 

Subsequently Albert Tarka became associated with the Polish National 
Catholic Church and served its ranks for a number of years as its priest. 

A native American, descended from Polish grandparents he nevertheless 
continued in full command of the Polish language. Throughout his life he 
was deeply concerned with the affairs of American Polonia. Albert Tarka 
was a man of unusual sensitivity and noblemindedness, who wished to 
devote himself entirely to the rank and file of America’s underprivileged. 
For many years he cooperated with several social agencies. It should be 
particularly mentioned that in the last years of his life he devoted himself 
wholehartedly to the efforts of such organizations as the Polish Assistance 
and New York Lighthouse. Any social harm hurt him deeply and he did 
his utmost to obviate this injustice. 

Always interested in Polish culture he joined the Polish Institute of Arts 
Sciences to help in promoting the values of its national heritage in the 
English speaking community. Excellent interpreter and popularizer of 
Polish literature and culture, most recently, disregarding his serious heart 
condition, he dedicated himself to work in the Polish Review, as its as- 
sistant editor. 

His sudden and premature death leaves the Polish Review with a void 
that cannot be easily filled. We mourn his passing with the hope that others 
will follow his inspiring example of good work. LK. 
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